
In spite of the lack of a unified African voice, individual
Africans, nevertheless, are in strong support of Ukraine

 Economically, the conflict has shown that
Africa is still heavily dependent on
external sources for some of its most
important basic needs. The price shocks
especially in food underscores Africa’s
reliance on imports from the warring
parties. Russia’s weaponisation of food –
it blocked grains exports to the global
market –led to high food price globally
and Africa, being less prepared for things
such as food as a weapon of war, is heavily
impacted. Aside from high food costs,
high fuel costs and rising inflation across
Africa is associated with the conflict. 

The lack of a unified African voice at the
global stage is telling. Unlike the west,
which rose as one bloc to condemn
Russia’s aggression, Africa still appears
weighed down by the decades-old mantra
of the non-aligned movement, which is to
be neutral in any conflict between two
superpowers (Uganda referenced the non-
aligned movement as it abstained at the
UN special session) and also by old
associations, which appears to die hard.
Globally, the conflict is seen as a war
between the west, fronted by Ukraine, and
Russia, and the two ideologies they
represent, capitalism and socialism. The
conflict is reawakening the dormant Cold
War between the United States of America
and the old Soviet Republic, the USSR.
African countries too seem to follow this
global thinking although they are not as
bold as to directly imply so. 
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Despite the Russo-Ukraine conflict
happening thousands of kilometers away
from Africa, the war has an effect on the
continent with many countries, one way
or the other, feeling its impact. Both
belligerents, close neighbours, have high-
stake interests in Africa - Russia has been
on the continent for decades, is heavily
present in Africa through its mining and
prospecting operations and security
support through troop training, arms sales
and armed support and provision of
mercenaries for countries battling
insurgents while Ukraine supplies a vast
number of African countries with food
most especially grains. Both countries
have a large contingent of African
students studying in their universities. 

The conflict has exposed the soft
underbelly of Africa in politics, economy
and trade. Politically, the conflict revealed
a sharp division among African countries
and show Africa cannot speak with one
voice on a critical global issue like the
ongoing conflict. This particular
shortcoming was evident during the
United Nations General Assembly
emergency session convoked to pass a
resolution to reprimand Russia’s
aggression. Of the 54 African countries, 27
voted for the resolution, 17 abstained, one
voted against and the rest were absent.
Those that abstained include Burundi,
Senegal, South Sudan, South Africa,
Uganda, Mali and Mozambique. The Yes
votes include Kenya, Ghana, Gabon,
Rwanda, Djibouti, Congo, Somalia and the
Democratic Republic of Congo and the No,
Eritrea. 
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deemed it illegal for their citizens to join
an army of international soldiers for
Ukraine or any other country. Is this a
tacit support for Russia their abstinence
not withstanding? The attempts by
Africans to join the international army is,
certainly, not borne out of a deep desire to
defeat Russia and, by extension, socialism
which may be a strong enough reason for
volunteers from the west to join the
international army.

Ideology rarely concerns Africans so their
support for Ukraine is of a more pragmatic
nature, just like that of the African
countries in their votes at the UN, and can
be divided into two, the overt and covert, if
you will. Africans see Ukraine as the
underdog, the victim of an aggressive act
by the behemoth Russia Federation and
supporting the underdog is common in
African culture. That is the overt reason.
The prospect of a better life somewhere,
anywhere, in Europe, is the covert reason. 

Africans, generally, are facing a bleak
future despite the continent’s huge
potentials. Continued mismanagement of
its rich resources by sit-tight rulers is one
major reason why the continent is in a
deep economic mess. The global Covid-19
pandemic also did not help an already
terrible economic situation. With the
continent’s bleak economic position,
many Africans see a bright future in
Europe and supporting Ukraine in war is
an opportunity for these young Africans to
travel to Europe. That is the extent to
which Africans see the war, an avenue for
greener pastures in Europe. A look at the
African countries, where the fervor to
fight for Ukraine was high, shows a
common denominator - a badly managed
country in need of economic revitalisation
that is not visible on the horizon.

As far as old associations go, Russia, as
the Soviet Union, was helpful during the
liberation struggles of some African
countries. The west, America in this case,
also has old associations on the continent.
These old associations may have
contributed to the voting pattern seen at
the General Assembly. South Africa,
Mozambique, Ethiopia and Uganda are
some of the countries that enjoyed Soviet
Union support in the past and they
abstained from the UN vote. Gabon and
the Democratic Republic of Congo, two
countries who voted yes, have strong ties
with the US as with Djibouti, which hosts
the only US military presence in Africa.
The outcome of the votes indicate
countries took sides based on old
associations, the non-aligned movement
notwithstanding. 

In spite of the lack of a unified African
voice, individual Africans, nevertheless,
are in strong support of Ukraine. Ukraine
had called for volunteers to join a legion of
international soldiers and some heeded
the call just like their western
counterparts. However, their attempts to
join this group of international soldiers
was thwarted as most African countries  
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"With the continent’s bleak
economic position, many

Africans see a bright future in
Europe and supporting

Ukraine in war is an
opportunity for these young
Africans to travel to Europe.
That is the extent to which

Africans see the war, an
avenue for greener pastures in

Europe."

In Nigeria, Africa’s richest country and
one of the countries where the fervor to
fight for Ukraine was high at the conflict’s
onset, the economic situation is no
different from other African countries -
high cost of fuel, increasing food prices
and a runaway inflation. At the start of the
war, some Nigerians were quoted as
saying war-ravaged Ukraine was
preferable to peaceful Nigeria. Some
besieged the Ukrainian embassy, wanting
an immediate call-up to the international
force and also in protest against Russia’s
invasion. The vision of war-ravaged
Ukraine that is better than peaceful
African countries underscores the
deplorable economic situation in Africa.
Joining the war as a pathway to greener
pastures is the major difference between
African and western volunteers. 

Other than that, Ukraine has not had a
successful outing in Africa. It is losing the
African “war” due to Russia’s vast
influence on the continent which it has
used extensively to sway opinions. The
Russians understand Africa is a continent
with diverse views, different from one
country to another. It understands that
very few Africans know the backstory of
the conflict and that those that
understand it are unable to sway public
opinion. Pro-Russia protests have been
recorded in Central African Republic and
Burkina Faso. Its economic clout and vast
propaganda machine is unbeatable when
compared to Ukraine's which simply
doesn’t exist.

Ukraine’s lack of major inroads in Africa
is understandable. Formerly part of the
Soviet Union, it is only just coming out to
its own. Since independence from Russia
about three decades ago, it has
aggressively courted the west for obvious
reasons. Ukraine is not the only country
from the Eastern European region with 
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 the attitude of relegating Africa to the
background. But as the war continues, it is
trying to put its case on the front burner
by courting the continent as witnessed by
its president’s address to the African
Union. Sadly, of the over 50 heads of state
invited to the virtual session, only four
attended, the rest sent representatives.
That is a loud message sent to Ukraine.
Africa does not know whether Ukraine is
sincere in its overtures to it or is just
going through the motions but Africa
wants a quick and peaceful resolution to
the war as the continent is friend to both
the west and Russia. One thing is certain
though: there is a large support for
Ukraine by Africans.

But the bigger question is what will
happen after the war. Will Ukraine be
more friendly and receptive to Africans
and African countries? Will it open its
doors to Africans seeking economic
freedom and empowerment? No one
knows. But as one keen observer of the
war noted, Ukraine will open its doors to
anyone, African or otherwise, who will
contribute to the reconstruction of the
devastated country. In other words,
Ukraine will accept anybody with funding,
materials and experience.   
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"Will Ukraine be more friendly
and receptive to Africans and

African countries? Will it open
its doors to Africans seeking

economic freedom and
empowerment? No one knows".
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